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Dalmeny Parish Church Newsletter

‘IN TOUCH’
Autumn 2018

Editor’s Note
Welcome to the Dalmeny Parish Church magazine! Willie Green, the editor welcomes contributions of interest to  
members of the church and the local community. Copy should be sent to the editor at office@qpcweb.org

Find us on Facebook at                www.facebook.com/dalmenyparishchurch

Visit our website at www.dalmeny.org

Church Diary
Dates will also be included in the church diary on the website. Please note that dates may be subject to alteration, 
and for up to date information please check the weekly Notice Sheets. 

Weekly Worship Services 
Sunday   11:00 – 12:00am A traditional worship service

September 2018
Tues 4th         10.00a.m.  Café
Fri 7th   10.00a.m.     Café
Tues 11th       10.00a.m.     Cafe
Wed 12th     7.30p.m.      Session Meeting
Fri 14th  10.00a.m.     Cafe
Tues 18th          10.00a.m.     Cafe
Fri 21st  10.00a.m.     Café
Tues 25th          10.00a.m.     Cafe
Fri 28th  10.00a.m.     Cafe

October 2018
Fri 5th   10.00a.m.     Café 
Sun 7th              11.00a.m.    Communion Service
Wed 9th             7.30p.m.       Session Meeting
Fri 12th  10.00a.m.     Café
Fri 19th  10.00a.m.     Cafe
Fri 26th  10.00a.m.     Café
Sat 27th             10.00a.m.     Vintage & Nearly New Clothes Sale

November 2018
Fri 2nd   10.00a.m.     Café
Sat 8th        10.00a.m.     Christmas Fayre
Fri 9th   10.00a.m.     Café
Fri 16th              10.00a.m.     Café
Fri 23rd   10.00a.m.     Café
Fri 30th  10.00a.m.     Café

Main Street, Dalmeny, EH30 9TT
0131 331 1100  |  office@qpcweb.org  |  www.dalmeny.org

Dalmeny Parish Church of Scotland
is a registered Scottish Charity SC010971

Prayer in Dalmeny
In our church community we support people in prayer in 
many ways:

On Sundays at 10:45-11.00 the lounge is available for prayer.

The prayer square is published monthly and in this we join 
with Queensferry and others on line praying for those in our 
community and throughout the world.  
Prayer squares can be had from the church or by visiting the 
website at www.dalmeny.org 

Prayer request cards are available in the church or email  
office@qpcweb.org

From the Minister’s Study - Forgiveness
Back in January 2015 a letter was sent to the Oxford  
University Press regarding the following:

‘We the undersigned are profoundly alarmed to learn that the 
Oxford Junior Dictionary has systematically been stripped of 
many words associated with nature and the countryside. We 
write to plead that the next edition sees the reinstatement of 
words cut since 2007.’ 

Two of the signatories to this letter were Robert  
McFarlane, a writer and academic and Jackie Morris, a  
children’s illustrator.
Drawn together by their mutual concern they have created  
a beautifully illustrated book with some acrostic poems 
(spells) and some wonderfully contrasting illustrations. 
This in turn has inspired a movement and a series of songs 
as well as an exhibition at the Botanics in Edinburgh, which 
runs until the 2nd September and is free! 
Wandering into it last month I was captured by its beauty 
and impact – author Robert Macfarlane sets the scene: 

“Once Upon a time, words began to vanish from the  
language of children. They disappeared so quietly that at first 
almost no one noticed – fading away like water on a stone. 
The words were those that children used to name the natural 
world around them: acorn, adder, bluebell, bramble, conker – 
gone! Fern, heather, kingfisher, otter, raven, willow, wren…all 
of them gone! The words were becoming lost: no longer vivid 
in children’s voices, no longer alive in their stories.”

Since then it’s got me thinking about what other words are 
slowly being eradicated from our world. In our increasingly  
polarized, combative and aggressive form of discourse – 
be it found on social media or in Council Chamber, Scottish  
Parliament or in the Houses of Commons the tone and 
content seem today to leave little room for kindness,  
courtesy and that wonderful and rare commodity  
‘forgiveness’.

Forgiveness – a lost word which if rediscovered and widely  
practiced would transform nations, communities and 
families.

Within the reservoir of Christian teaching there is, many 
suggest, little written of depth about the subject – should 
we be anxious about this?

Perhaps yes, perhaps no, for we have at the heart of the 
teachings of Jesus an outstanding short story of a father 
and his two sons. In Luke 15 verses 11- 32 the story of the 
prodigal son or the grumpy brother or THE FORGIVING 
FATHER gives us a story that restores the increasingly lost 
word of ‘forgiveness’ to our world. Let’s be ambassadors  
for its restoration and wherever we go let’s plant it  
wherever we can! 

In keeping with the Lost Words exhibition however let me 
also leave you with a poem and a visual illustration from 
Charlie Mackesy:

MELODY IN F – Author unknown
Feeling footloose and frisky, a feather-brained fellow forced his fond father to fork 
over the farthings, and flew far to foreign fields and frittered his fortune feasting  
fabulously with faithless friends. 
Fleeced by his fellows in folly, and facing famine, he found himself a feed flinger in a 
filthy farmyard. Fairly famishing, he fain would have filled his frame with foraged food 
from fodder fragments. “Fooey, my father’s factotums fare far finer,” the frazzled 
fugitive forlornly fumbled, frankly facing facts. 
Frustrated by failure, and filled with foreboding, he fled forthwith to his family. Falling 
at his father’s feet, he forlornly fumbled, “Father, I’ve flunked, and fruitlessly forfeited 
family favour.” The far-sighted father, forestalling further flinching, frantically flagged 
the factotums to fetch a fatling from the flock and fix a feast. 
The fugitive’s faultfinding brother frowned on the fickle forgiveness for the former 
folderol. But the faithful father figured, “Filial fidelity is fine, but the fugitive is found! 
What forbids fervent festivity? Let flags be un-furled! Let fanfares flare!” 
Father’s forgiveness formed the foundation for the former fugitive’s future fortitude.

Blessings,
David

Church Centre 
Bookings are now being taken and can be made 
by going on the website www.dalmeny.org or by 
contacting the church office on 0131 331 1120



Sunday School 
The Sunday school will resume again when the school term starts in September. 

We are always delighted to see some new faces. Just come along on a Sunday or if you would like some more  
information please contact Frances Ibbetson 07850082163. 

Church Cafe
The café has now been very busy on Tuesday and Friday 
mornings all through the summer. On Tuesday we now 
have Tea and Tots which is proving very popular with the 
young mothers. Why not pop along between 10.00a.m. 
and noon for a chat and enjoy a cuppa with some home 
made baking

Monday Mix
Come along to our get together on the third Monday of 
the month. Speakers on gardening, woodworking, flower 
arranging, baking, cake decoration, crafting etc. There will 
also be some games and a few lunch parties. Meetings 
take place in the Church Centre on the 3rd Monday of the 
month from 2.00p.m. until 3.30p.m. Everyone welcome. 
For further details contact Ann Orr on 0131 331 5746.

Did you know . . .  
The pulpit in the church was given by a former minister of Dalmeny, Peter Dunn, in memory of his wife. It is made 
of oak and was designed by Mr H O Tarbolton. It includes a carved misericord – a folding seat, popular in medieval 
churches, which enabled the clergy to rest while standing for long services. It is also carved with symbols  
representing the four evangelists – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John but do you know which symbol represents 
which Gospel writer?

Well here is the answer 
Matthew – man   
Mark - lion       
Luke – ox
John - eagle   

Ceilidh 
A very successful ceilidh was held on Friday 27th April 
in the Church Centre. Around 50 people enjoyed a hag-
gis supper and entertainment from the Forth Bridges 
Ceilidh Band. We also had fiddle music from our very 
own Joanna Duncan and monologue renditions from 
Matt Purdie. A big thank you to all who came along 
and made it such a good night. 
A big thank you also to all those who worked so hard 
to put the evening together. A sum of almost £500 
was raised towards the Fabric Fund.

A BIG Thank you  
A big thank you to Edinburgh Airport Community 
Board who gave us a grant for £1,186 to allow us to 
develop the café and also provide a soft play area for 
children. This grant has come at an opertune time as 
we have now started a Tea & Tots morning along with 
the Tuesday café. 

New Elders 
On 1st July three new elders were appointed to the 
Kirk Session. Susan Douglas was ordained to the  
Eldership and Pamela McLaughlan and Duncan Douglas 
were inducted. 

Summer Fayre
The Summer Fayre held in June, for the first time in 
our newly refurbished hall, raised a sum of almost 
£1,200. A huge thank you to all those who attended, 
helped, contributed and donated. 

Hello from Stow! 
Sheila Thomson, who had been a long time member 
of Dalmeny Kirk and now lives in the village of Stow 
was visited recently by Ian & Joyce Slee. She is doing 
well and sends all friends in Dalmeny her good wishes.  
Look carefully at the photo of her and Joyce outside 
her house – the choice of house nameplate! High Flyer!!!

One of our members Isobel 
Leigh took to the air and 
abseiled down one of the 
Forth Railbridge pillars. 
She did this to raise money 
for Queensferry Churches 
Care in the Community. 
Isobel was fantastic and 
raised over £300 for the  
organisation. 

Queensferry Guild 
The Guild session recommences on Monday 24th September at 7.30pm, and a warm welcome is  
extended to women and MEN to join us, even on a “drop-in” basis.
Our first meeting acknowledges the important role women played in wartime with a presentation on 
the Land Girls. We are privileged to have as a speaker the BAFTA winning producer of “Vera”, “Death in 
Paradise” and “Shetland” amongst others. Nicola Wight commemorates the centenary of the granting 
of womens’ suffrage. Our Projects for this year are the Seema project, based in India offering support 
to vulnerable street children in Pune, India, and Faith in Young People, a collaborative project with 
the Boy’s Brigade.
We hope we have chosen topics to stimulate your interest. Please contact Lesley MacKenzie 331 3410 or Annette Carrie 
331 4311 if you would like to find out more about the Guild, or if you would require transport to attend.

24th September 7.30 pm:  Land Girls   9th October 2pm:   Cancer Research
29th October 7.30 pm:  What’s on Telly?  13th November 2pm:  Guild Project – Boy’s Brigade
26th November 7.30 pm:  The Suffragettes’ Story
10th December:  Christmas party 

Christmas Fayre
Saturday 24th November 10am – noon

Tea/coffee, home baking, stalls
Admission £2


