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I guess it’s something that in Scotland that we’re rarely short of. What am I thinking of? Water of course – clean, fresh,
life giving water.
On our recent holiday to celebrate our 40th wedding anniversary on the Canary Islands, Lesley and I were struck by
the barrenness of the terrain as we set across the island on our holiday coach. Everywhere we looked was mile after
mile, mountain after mountain of dry, grey volcanic desert. The only sign of life was an occasional green tree growing
precariously out of a dried up riverbed.
Imagine our relief therefore as we entered the seeming oasis of our hotel with it’s’ lush, colourful and vibrant flowers
and trees. Everywhere we looked the contrast with the bleak terrain surrounding the hotel was evident.
These two images capture the contrast :
What was it that made all the difference?
Water of course – clean, fresh, life giving water.
Never before had the impact of water seemed so powerful.
As if on cue an image from the gospels floats across my mind, it is of Jesus
by a well, engrossed in conversation with a woman from Samaria. Not
surprisingly their topic of conversation focussed on water for time and again
Jesus connected with people around the ordinary, everyday things of life.
As their conversation unfolded Jesus eventually spoke to her about the kind of
water that he had to offer:
‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’
Such refreshing, life giving water that he gives us will satisfy even the thirstiest
of souls. As a result we are able to flourish; to be fruitful; to blossom; to grow; to
bring life to others.
Elsewhere in the gospels Jesus speaks of us being like salt and light. In other words we preserve a decaying society,
we add flavour to an increasingly bitter nation, we shine in the darkness of the days we travel through.
How our world today needs refreshing, needs to flourish and to bloom. Good to know then that when we draw near
to Jesus and drink of his life giving spirit we create an oasis around us that others are refreshed and nourished by.
CHEERS!
David

Editor’s Note
Welcome to the Dalmeny Parish Church magazine! Willie Green has temporarily taken up the role of editor however
we currently are looking for a new editor.
Anyone interested in this role please contact Willie Green or Pamela McLauchlan
We welcome contributions of interest to members of the church and the local community.
Copy should be sent to the editor at office@qpc.org

THE BIG QUIZ

THE BIG QUIZ took place on Saturday 16th November
in Dalmeny Church Centre.
This was a National Quiz night and along with many
other groups throughout the UK, raised funds for Tear
Fund’s work throughout the world. This was a joint
Dalmeny/Queensferry churches event and around 70
people took part. Fun and competition were abundant
and we raised over £600 on the night.
Congratulations to our winners – The Magnificent
Seven

Sunday School
The Sunday School would like to say thank you to everyone
who supported our Cake Stall for Dorcas.
We raised a fantastic £85.80. This helps us to continue to
sponsor Dorcas, a little girl who lives in Kenya.
She is now 10 years old and our support will help her to keep
healthy and learn new skills that will help her have a better
future.
On Sunday 22nd December at the morning service, we will
be performing what is planning to be a traditional nativity
play. We are always delighted to see some new faces. Just
come along on a Sunday or if you would like some more
information please contact Frances Ibbetson 07850082163.

Mary & Martha Evening
We would like to invite you to the Mary and Martha
evening in Dalmeny Kirk. This is an evening designed
by women for women at a pressurised time of year.
Sunday 8th December 2019, 6.15pm for 6.30 pm
Cost: £8
The Mary and Martha event started 20 years ago. The
idea was to provide a ‘timeout’ for ladies at the start
of the Christmas Season. Reflecting the characters of
Mary and Martha, the event has always provided some
craft based ‘Martha time’ followed by contemplative
‘Mary time’. Mary and Martha events have taken many
forms over the years – but always at Christmas and
always with the two Mary and Martha spaces.
In December we held our 20 year celebration of Mary
and Martha and incorporated many of the different
themes and elements of the last 20 years. To celebrate
20 years we decided to hold an additional event this
year – and to reflect that 20 years is a China anniversary,
we held an Afternoon Tea party. This was a wonderful
chance to catch up with old friends and new whilst
sampling delicious sandwiches and cakes over a cuppa.
If you would like to come along please give your name
to Joyce Slee or Sandra Mackay. Numbers are limited
so please sign up as early as you can.

Note from the Treasurer
Most of us review our finances annually and it seems prudent to plan our giving to the church in a similar way.
The easiest way to ‘get into the regular habit’ is to give by standing order, but you might prefer to use the envelope
scheme. Whatever you choose, you can increase the amount you give by using the Gift Aid Scheme (forms available
from the treasurer).
If you have any questions about this, please contact our treasurer, Willie Green.

Church Cafe
The café has been very busy on Friday mornings all through the winter. Why not pop along between 10.00a.m. and
noon for a chat and enjoy a cuppa with some home made baking. On Tuesdays Teas & Tots continues to be very
popular with the young mothers and sometimes young fathers.

Monday Mix
Come along to our get together on the third Monday of the month. Speakers on gardening, woodworking, flower
arranging, baking, cake decoration, crafting etc. There will also be some games and a few lunch parties. Meetings
take place in the Church Centre on the 3rd Monday of the month from 2.00p.m. until 3.30p.m. Everyone welcome.
For further details contact Ann Orr on 0131 331 5746.

Fresh Start
Fresh Start now require items such as bedding – single & double duvet covers and all sizes of towels. If you have
any such items that you would like to donate then contact Ian Slee on 0131 331 3106 or hand them in on a Sunday.

Christingle Sevice
There will be a family Christingle Service on Saturday 21st
December at 4.00p.m. Come along and make your own
Christingle.
This is a family/childrens event however everybody is
welcome to come along.

Christmas Post 2019
31st Edinburgh (South Queensferry) Boys’ Brigade will be collecting and delivering
Christmas Cards in South Queensferry, Dalmeny & Kirkliston.
Dates for collections at Queensferry Parish Church
Sunday 1st, 8th & 15th December.
Dates for collections at QCCC centre 			
2nd – 13th December.
Deliveries will be from 15th December.
The cost per card is 25 pence. Please ensure that the correct name and address are
clear on each envelope.

Ceilidh
Our annual ceilidh will be held on Friday, 31st January 2020.
Once again we have the popular Forth bridges Ceilidh Band to
entertain us.
Tickets priced £10 will be available soon from Elders and from
the Church office.

Prayer in Dalmeny
In our church community we support people in prayer in many ways:
On Sundays at 10:45-11.00 the lounge is available for prayer.
The prayer square is published monthly and in this we join with
Queensferry and others on line praying for those in our community
and throughout the world. Prayer request cards are available in the
church or email office@qpc.org

Church Diary
Dates will also be included in the church diary on the website. Please note that dates may be subject to alteration,
and for up to date information please check the weekly Notice Sheets.

Weekly Worship Services
Sunday 11:00 – 12:00am A traditional worship service

December 2019

January 2020

Sun 1st
11.00a.m.
Communion
Tue 3rd
09.30a.m.
Tea & Tots
Thurs 5th
7.30p.m.
Session Meeting
Fri 6th
10.00a.m.
Café
Sun 8th
6.15p.m.
Mary & Martha Event
				in Dalmeny
Tue 10th
09.30a.m.
Tea & Tots
Fri 13th
10.00a.m.
Café
Tue 17th
09.30a.m.
Tea & Tots
Fri 20th
10.00a.m.
Café
Sat 21st
4.00p.m.
Christingle Service
Tue 24th
11.30p.m.
Christmas Eve Service

Tue 8th
Fri 10th
Tue 15th
Fri 17th
Tue 22nd
Fri 24th
Tue 29th
Fri 31st
Fri 31st

09.30a.m.
10.00a.m.
09.30a.m.
10.00a.m.
09.30a.m.
10.00a.m.
09.30a.m.
10.00a.m.
7.30p.m.

Tea & Tots
Café
Tea & Tots
Café
Tea & Tots
Café
Tea & Tots
Café
Ceilidh in Church Centre

Church Centre
Bookings are now being taken and can be made by going on the website www.dalmeny.org or by contacting the
church office on 0131 331 1120
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/dalmenyparishchurch or visit our website at www.dalmeny.org
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