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It’s that time of year again – on a clear sky blue day you might
be out for a walk when above you in the sky, you hear the
sound of honking geese.
Their pattern of flight is often beautiful to watch – a V
formation ensures some vital energy saving features.
Research has shown that there is good sound reasoning
behind such a formation for as each bird flaps its wings it
creates an uplift for the bird behind it. By flying in a V
formation, the whole flock adds 71 per cent greater flying
range than if each bird flew on its own.
Whether geese or people and yes even church – when
sharinga common direction and sense of community then we
travel better and further together than we would alone.
When the lead goose in the V formation begins to flag it falls
back into line to pick up a lift from the bird in front and when one bird sees a bird ahead beginning to flag that familiar
and distinctive ‘honk’ is offered by way of enthusiastic encouragement.
What simple yet profound insights from the geese in our natural world and how good for each of us in the Church and the
community to see how we might be like them.
It will not have escaped your notice that there has been a lot of work going on in our Church Buildings over the last
few months. After over 6 months the major refurbishment of our Church Centre is almost finalised and we are looking
forward to welcoming folks from near and far.
Such work would not have happened but for the dedication and commitment of a great team of folks who from the
early planning, design and decision making phase through the construction and funding phase. Like the geese I referred
to above each stepped up at the right time to take the initiative and lead and when they were flagging, along came the
encouragers and support to keep them keeping on.
Our Main Contractor, Paul Brown of Burn Construction has been a delight to work with and with his team of Blair and
Drew have coordinated and undertaken an amazing transformation of the building. On behalf of our Church John MacKay
and Steven Drake have been the main links encouraging and supporting the work as it unfolded. We’re grateful to them
all.
What we need now is to see the new Centre with its’ Hall, Lounge, Meeting Room and Offices come alive with
people. Over the last few weeks we have been journeying through the Old Testament book of Nehemiah. It’s a great story
and worth a read for in it you’ll meet a man called Nehemiah who masterminded a building project on a far greater scale
to our own – he oversaw the restoration of the walls and gates of the ancient city of Jerusalem.
When he got to the end of the construction work he, like us knew that the real opportunities and work had really just
begun. Three things he identified as vital to the future life of the community and city:
1. People were needed to populate and develop the life of the community.
2. Vision and values were vital to the growth, shape and success of the community.
3. Commitment and involvement of the people was essential for the community to flourish.
I guess it’s the same for us here in Dalmeny.
We look forward to welcoming you all so that together we might see the community and church in Dalmeny flourish and
grow.
Every blessing
David

Editor’s Note
Welcome to the Dalmeny Parish Church magazine! Willie Green, the editor welcomes contributions of interest to
members of the church and the local community. Copy should be sent to the editor at office@qpcweb.org

Dalmeny Church Centre
The work is complete and we now have a Church Centre. An
open week-end was held to allow people to come and see
the upgrade. Over 100 people visited the centre and were
suitably impressed with the ‘new’ building. A concert was also
held that week-end with Richard Michael and family providing
some very enjoyable renderings of some wonderful music. We
now have a lovely Church Centre which can be used for many
different things.
There is still some internal work to kit out the premises and the
new Church Centre will be open for business from January 1st.
Bookings are now being taken and can be made by going on the
website www.dalmeny.org or by contacting the church office on
0131 331 1120

Sunday School
This term the Sunday school have enjoyed
holding their meetings in the tower room of
the church while the hall has been closed for
renovation. It’s been very exciting going through
the little door at the back of the church and
climbing the narrow and twisty staircase. We
look forward though to the opening of the new
hall which will enable us to broaden the range of
our activities (and make more noise!!)
The Sunday school continue to sponsor Dorcas,
an eight year old girl, from Kenya. Thank you
to all those who supported the very successful
fundraising bake sale organised by the children.
A sum of £115 was raised towards the Dorcas
Fund.
The children are working hard to prepare for our
Christmas Service on the 24th of December. The
title this year is “Senses of the First Christmas”.
The children hope to take your imagination on
a sensory journey of what the First Christmas
might have been like. We hope you can join us.
We are always delighted to see some new faces. Just come along on a Sunday or if you would like some more
information please contact Frances Ibbetson 07850082163.

Fresh Start

Church Cafe

This busy charity in Edinburgh requests more
crockery, e.g. china mugs, side plates, dinner plates
and cutlery and kitchen utensils. Also needed are
curtains, duvets and blankets. These can be collected
in the Parish by Ian Slee or bring them to the church.
If you can help in any way please contact Ian Slee
0131 331 3106
Many thanks for your help in the past.

The café met on Friday 10th November at Newgardens
House. The café will return to Dalmeny Church hall in the
New Year however we must thank Mrs Schaw-Millar for
the use of her home during the refurbishment period.

Strictly Dundas 2017
This highly successful event took place on the 16th
November at Dundas Castle and about 150 guests
were entertained by 8 competitors, competing for
the Glitterball Prize.
Congratulations to our winners Sarah Prasad and
Lindsay Allen, dancing the Cuban Salsa. The final
total of monies raised for the 3 charities is not yet
complete however a sum in the region of £16,000 to
£18,000 is expected.
Congratulations to everyone involved and well done!

Remembrance Service
An act of remembrance led by the Rev Graham Leitch was
attended by around 60 people on Sunday 12th November
at the village war memorial. Names of the Dalmeny fallen
were read out and wreaths were laid on behalf of the Church
and also the Community (by a member of Rotary). This was
followed by a Service of Remembrance in the church.

Monday Mix
The Monday afternoon club is now called the Monday Mix. Come along on the third Monday of the month.
Speakers on gardening, woodworking, flower arranging, baking, cake decoration, crafting etc. There will also be
some games and a few lunch parties. Our first meeting of the new year will be a Scottish afternoon and will be on
Monday 15th January in the St Cuthbert Hall, from 2.00p.m. until 3.30p.m. Everyone welcome. For further details
contact Ann Orr on 0131 331 5746.

Prayer in Dalmeny
In our church community we support people in prayer in many
ways:
On Sundays at 10:45-11.00 the lounge is available for prayer.
The prayer square is published monthly and in this we join
with Queensferry and others on line praying for those in
our community and throughout the world. Prayer squares
can be had from the church or by visiting the website at
www.dalmeny.org
Prayer request cards are available in the church or email

office@qpcweb.org

Flower List
The Flower List for 2017 is now on the noticeboard at the rear of the church. If you
would like to donate flowers on any particular Sunday, please put your name on the
list.
For more information contact Margaret Campbell on 0131 331 2201.

Church Diary
Dates will also be included in the church diary on the website. Please note that dates may be subject to alteration,
and for up to date information please check the weekly Notice Sheets.

Weekly Worship Services
Sunday

11:00 – 12:00am

December 2017
Sun 3rd
Wed 6th
Sun 17th Dec
Wed 20th Dec
Sun 24th
Mon 25th Dec

11.00a.m.
7.30p.m.
4.00p.m.
7.00pm.
11.30p.m.
10.30a.m.

Communion
Session Meeting
Messy Church (Queensferry)
Peacelight Service
Watchnight Service
Christmas Day Service (Queensferry)

January 2018
Sun 1st
Mon 15th

11.00a.m.
2.00p.m.

Communion Service
Monday Mix

February 2018
Wed 1st
Mon 19th

A traditional worship service

7.30p.m.
2.00p.m.

Session Meeting
Monday Mix

Find us on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/dalmenyparishchurch

Visit our website at www.dalmeny.org

Dalmeny Parish Church of Scotland
is a registered Scottish Charity SC010971

Main Street, Dalmeny, EH30 9TT
0131 331 1100 | office@qpcweb.org | www.dalmeny.org

